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Project Abstract

This research forecasts opposition to development using AI and interprets the mechanics of that opposition
in Austin, Texas. By analyzing petition protest letters, public hearing transcripts, and zoning application
data, the study evaluates the democratic implications of using predictive analytics to anticipate political
behavior. The project employs predictive modeling, natural language processing, and qualitative analysis to
predict opposition behavior, identify recurring patterns in opposition rhetoric, and examine their association
with planning outcomes.

Study Objectives

Identify Patterns: Characterize the opposition rhetoric and arguments used in protest petitions to oppose
rezoning and identify demographic predictors of this opposition.

Evaluate Predictive Tools: Assess whether administrative data and predictive models can accurately
forecast opposition to speci�c development projects.

Democratic Implications: Examine how stakeholders perceive the legitimacy of using algorithmic tools
in housing policy and identifying the ethical limits of such technologies.

Participant Role

We are seeking perspectives from urban planners, developers, neighborhood association leaders, and com-
munity organizers.

Activity: A 45-60 minute one-on-one interview conducted virtually or in person.

Topics: Your experience with rezoning, data-driven planning tools, and community engagement in
Austin.

Data Privacy and Ethical Standards

This study has been approved by the Columbia University Institutional Review Board under Protocol
Y01M00.
Participation is entirely voluntary.

You may decline to answer any speci�c question or discontinue the interview at any time.

Identities will be kept strictly con�dential in resulting publications unless you grant explicit permission to
be named.

Researcher Contact

Daniel Hardesty Lewis
Graduate Researcher

Email: dl3645@columbia.edu

IRB Contact

Columbia University Morningside IRB
Phone: (212) 851-7040
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